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This month has been another fantastic and very busy month. We would like to 
thank everyone who has supported us along the way!  

 

National Diversity Awards  

Our breakfast club has been nominated in the Age category for a 

National Diversity Award 2017. The voting has now 

closed and the judges are looking at all the 

supporting evidence. Finalists for each category will 

be announced at the end of June with the awards 

taking place at Liverpool Cathedral in September. 

This is fantastic news for us and just being 

nominated has made us very proud. Please wish us 

luck and watch this space!! 

Trafford Leisure Services       

Recently, we have had a really positive meeting with the 

Active Living team from Trafford Leisure Services. We are 

now as an organisation, able to make referrals to their 

scheme. This offer is open to anyone who is currently 

inactive or who has been active in the past but due to ill 

health has become inactive. Examples of eligible 

conditions include high BMI, high blood pressure, 

diabetes, anxiety / depression be through no fault of their 

own living an inactive lifestyle. The pass costs just £20 for 

8 weeks and includes access to the gyms, swimming, 

classes, walking and cycling. If you would like more 

information please get in touch. We are also working on 

the possibility of having an Armed Forces and Emergency Service Veterans 

discounted pass…. 

 

Comedy Night 

 

We were kindly donated some tickets to a 
Comedy night by local promoter, Franky Brocket. 
This was held on Friday 9th June at The Bowling 
Green Pub in Chorlton. Some of our hard 
working volunteers enjoyed a well-deserved night 
out. We would like to say a big THANK YOU  to 
Franky and look forward to working with you on 
future fundraising events!  
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This month, we would like to tell you more about one of our local businesses, who 
have helped us out of a sticky situation….! 

 

It all started in 1881, when Fred Duerr was approached by his local Co-operative to 
ask his wife Mary, whose jam making skills were 
legendary, to supply their store.  At first all the cooking of 

jams was done at home in her kitchen in 
Heywood. However this venture soon 

became too large an operation to 
carry out there, and they also ran 
out of storage space! In 1884, 
Fred bought a house in Guide 
Bridge, North Manchester which 

had a warehouse attached. 
Duerr’s was a company which was 
renowned for taking care of its staff 

well. 

The business continued to grow and soon they had outgrown 
their premises again! A new Jam factory 

was built in Old Trafford in 1893.  The business 
remained in the family and soon their three sons, Oliver, Edgar 
and Alfred became key figures at the company. With their 
continued success and many more family members joining the 
company over the years, a new factory was built in 1995 at 
Floats Road in Wythenshawe. The company has gone from 
strength to strength, producing 10,000 jars to 500,000 jars per 
day. 

We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to Duerr’s for their continued 
support of our breakfast club through donations of jams, marmalade and 
peanut butter. Our 94 year old World War 2 SAS Veteran gives his seal of 

approval and takes leftover pots home to have with his toast and tea cakes! 
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                                        Events 

 

This month has 
been a very busy 
month for our organisation and our 
volunteers have attended many 
community events. On Saturday 4th 
June we were over in Longford Park 
to support Stretford Lions and The 
Royal British Legion Armed Forces 

day event. We had an information stand a chocolate 
Tombola. 

On the 10th June, we were invited to help Altrincham Girls Junior FC by providing 
volunteers to help with car park marshalling. We also managed to sell 300 hotdogs!  

The 18th June on Father’s Day, we attended Sale Festival. The weather 
was so hot that the chocolate on our stall started to melt. We did a mad 
dash to the shops to buy some Haribo, which started to melt too!  

On 24th June, Armed Forces Day, we had an 
information and fundraising stand at Trafford 
Town Hall. Trafford Royal Naval 
Association also had a stall and 
one of our young volunteers 
fancies himself as a future Naval 
Officer! 
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Donations 

As part of our peer support programme, we 
like to encourage our veterans to take part in 
their hobbies. Sometimes when like- minded 
people meet, these turn into small 
community groups. One of our volunteers, 
John has expressed an interest in starting a 
model making club. We would like to say a 

BIG THANK YOU TO Mr 
Hynes for his kind 
donation of model making 
kits to help start this 
initiative going. 

 

We have a lot of thirsty guests who attend 
breakfast clubs, so we would like to say a 
huge THANK YOU to Trafford Royal Naval 
Association for their kind donation of 1100 
tea bags!   

Louise, one of our Veteran’s wives has a real 
gift for knitting teddies. She kindly donated us a 

fabulous bear for our June breakfast raffle. The proceeds of 
which were donated to the Royal Manchester Children’s hospital. A 

massive THANK YOU Louise! 

Veterans Woodcraft 

This month we had some special guests from Catterick  pay us a 
visit for breakfast. Veterans Bob Taylor, Chris Morgan and Ted 
Granger are the founder members of the Veterans woodcraft 
group.  

Veterans Wood Craft is a not for profit company which helps other 
veterans rebuild their lives, after traumatic experiences through 
military service, by promoting products they have created, mainly 
with wood. 

A minimum of 10% from any purchases from their website are 
donated to the Phoenix House Wood Working Workshop, at the Help for Heroes 
Recovery Centre, Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire.   

For more information please look at www.veteranswoodcraft.co.uk. They are also on 
Facebook and Twitter @veteranswood. 

It was a pleasure to meet you guys and hopefully a few purchases were made at 
your woodcraft table at our breakfast event. We look forward to seeing you again 
soon. 

http://www.the-mess.org.uk/
http://www.veteranswoodcraft.co.uk/
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Breakfast #7 

 

This month our breakfast fell on 
Saturday 17th June, which saw the 
start of Armed forces Week events. It 
also marked a year to the day that MP 
Jo Cox tragically lost her life. We were 
fortunate this month to have received 
£200 from the Jo Cox Foundation. To 
mark the occasion we bought red and white checked table cloths 
and also had a separate table at the front of the room with a 

framed picture of Jo on. We called our 
event The Great Veterans Get 
Together and what an occasion it 
was! 75 Full English breakfasts 
served and we used all 40 pints of 
milk! 

Guests included The Deputy Mayor for Crime and 
Policing for Greater Manchester Bev 

Hughes, Kate Green MP, the Veterans 
Woodcraft team as well as our regular 
visitors. Salford City FM also paid us a 

visit and interviewed guests as they 
ambled around the room. 

The Veterans woodcraft team presented us with a 
fabulous plaque which has our logo on. It will take 
pride of place above the entrance 
doors to the function room. A big 
THANK YOU guys.   

Entertainment this month was 
provided by Flixton Band. They 
played a number of well known tunes 

including Dads Army! The band were there 
thanks to Simone Clarke who served in the Royal 
Naval Reserves with our Co-founder Claire back in 
the early 1990’s.  

After recent events we felt that it would be a fitting 
tribute to donate the proceeds of our raffled to The 
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital Charity. 

 

Finally we have some great news to share. 
Warburton’s Family Bakery will be providing toastie 
bread for each of our forthcoming breakfasts.  
THANK YOU 
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Support our cause 

If you would like to help us continue the great work 
we are doing for our Veterans in Trafford, then 
please buy a Trafford Veterans mug! They are £5 
each and the proceeds go straight towards peer 
support activities and keeping our breakfast club 
prices so low. £3.50 for a full English and free tea 
and coffee! 

With thanks to the Mug Business. 

www.mugbusiness.com 

Useful Contacts 

SSAFA Helpline 0800 731 4880 

Royal British Legion Helpline 0808 802 8080 7 days 
a week 8am -8pm 

Trafford Housing Trust Helpline 0300 777 7777 

Veterans UK Free Helpline 0808 1914 218 

NHS Military Veterans Service Psychological 
Therapy 0300 323 0707 Email 
mviapt.enquiries.nw@nhs.net 

Citizens Advice Trafford 0300 330 1153 Mon – Fri 
10am – 4pm 

Samaritans Manchester / Salford 0161 236 8000 

Self Help Improving Mental Health 0300 003 7029 
24 hours 

Royal Naval Association – Meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 2000 at 
Urmston Conservative Club, Croftsbank Road, Urmston, M41 0TZ                                    

Next Breakfast Saturday 22nd July 

We are able to Issue vouchers for the Trafford Foodbanks  

 

 

 

 

 

Trafford Veterans @The Mess supported by: 

  

If you would like to become a volunteer, take part in any of our activities and courses or would 

just like to know any further information, please email 

info@the-mess.org.uk 

Or ring Co-Founders Andy Graham on 07890072750 or Claire Wright 07947865500 
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