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November is always a busy month for the Armed 
Forces Community. We hope that you managed to get 
to a Remembrance service or pay your respects in some 

small way. 
 

This year a number 
of our volunteers managed to attend several 
different events as well as help out on stalls 

selling Poppies for The 
Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal. On Friday 
10th November, two of our 
co - founders helped the 
Royal Naval Association 
at their stall in the Trafford 
Centre. On the Friday evening, a number of our 
volunteers also attend Manchester Airport for their 

annual Festival of Remembrance in the Concorde 
Hall. Jeff Hawker laid a wreath on behalf of our 
organisation. 

Saturday 11th November and we were delighted and honoured to 

be asked to lead out the teams at Trafford Football Club, hold the 

minutes silence and then greet both teams before being whisked away to the hospitality stand. 

A big THANK YOU to the club and all their supporters for inviting 

us and also for showing their respects. 

Sunday 12th November and 
representatives from our group marched in 
parades and attended services at different 
locations around Trafford. This was followed 
by an invitation to The John Alker Ex 
Servicemen’s Club in Flixton for a hot meal 
and a drink. It was lovely to see so many 
familiar faces and some new join us. THANK 

YOU to the John Alker staff for their hard work and hospitality.  

In the evening, we were invited to Altrincham Ice Rink to watch 
Manchester Storm Ice Hockey team, where they paid their own tribute 
and played the National Anthem to a packed Ice rink which was full of 

other Armed forces veterans and their families. 
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Donations 

We would like to thank a few people this month for 
their kind donations, which will be put to great use. 
Big THANK YOU’S to Louise from Louise’s Knits and 
pieces for knitting us a Santa hand puppet for our 
December Christmas raffle. It is fabulous! Tracy Keir 
also donated us a bottle of gift wrapped perfume, also 
for the Christmas raffle. Holly Farrimond from 
Costa donated some pots of porridge which 
will really come in useful at our winter 
breakfast events and lastly Sue Wright from 
Trafford Partnerships team who arranged a 

cake sale and a dress down Friday at Trafford Town Hall. They 
raised £175.26 

 

Tesco Bags of Help 

During the Months of September and 
October, Trafford Veterans at The Mess was 

fortunate to be one of the chosen 
organisations for the Tesco Bags of Help 

scheme. In stores at the tills customers were 
given a blue token for every £10 spent to put 
in the good cause of your choice box. These 
blue tokens were counted up and at the end 
of November it was announced which cause 
was the overall winner. We have in fact come 

second in the voting and are pleased to 
announce that our organisation will be 

awarded £2000. This will go a long way to 
helping us to deliver our peer support activities. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

Hats and Scarves for the Homeless 

One of our Veterans, Gaynor has been busy knitting hats and 
scarves for the homeless. Last month some of our 
volunteers and Gaynor went out with Mad Dogs 
Street Project to deliver hot food and refreshments to 
those living on the streets of Manchester. Gaynor 
handed out some homemade hats and gloves. This 
month, she has been really busy making some 

scarves and has also knitted ten hats for 
the HOST team at Sale Waterside who 
help to look after the homeless in 
Trafford. Some of our volunteers joined 
Mad dogs Street project again on the 19th 
November. If you would like to volunteer or would 

like to help us by 
donating some warm 
clothing, socks or 
wool then please get 
in touch with us. 

mailto:Info@traffordveteransuk.co.uk


 

 
@TraffordVetsUK                     Info@traffordveteransuk.co.uk         Trafford Veterans at The MESS  UK 

 

Model making and craft group 

Our weekly model making and craft group has 
been running since the beginning of October 
and is going from strength to strength. We have 
had a steady number of around 15 people from 
the community joining us as well as veterans, 
which is nice. The club is every Wednesday 
evening from 7pm til 9pm at Stretford Public 
Hall. There is a small donation for refreshments. 

Please feel free to help us 
spread the word or come and join us. We have model kits, 
card making, knitting, drawing, scraper foils and other crafts 
on offer. A big THANK YOU TO Models for Heroes 
for your continued support.  

If you have any spare crafty bits and bobs and 
would like to find a good home for them, then we 
would love to take them off your 
hands and put them to good 
use! 

 

Trafford Football Club 

Trafford F.C is a small community football club which has their home 
ground at Shawe View, Pennybridge Lane, Flixton, Manchester M41 5DL. 
They play in the Evo Stik Northern Premier League North First Division. The 
club really is a hidden gem and the atmosphere at the ground is family 
friendly. All of the staff are volunteers, so if you would like to give them a 
helping hand, please get in touch with 

them on 0161-747-1727 

Trafford Veterans at the Mess are proud to be helping 
by sponsoring two of the players kits for the 2017/18 
season.  To see any of their upcoming fixtures, please 
visit 

http://www.traffordfc.co.uk/page6.html 

Foodbank 

This month alongside our friends at the Veterans 
group in Salford, Unit 10, we have launched a five tin 
challenge appeal. The idea is to buy 5 tins and then 
nominate two other people to do the same and so on. 
The first lot of tins and donations have just been 
delivered to Trafford Foodbank. If you wish to take 
part, then you can simply bring some tins along to one 
of our events. At present they are short of custard, rice 
pudding, tinned vegetables and tinned meats. Let’s 
help to keep Trafford fed 
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Breakfasts 

Our breakfast events are going 
from strength to strength. This 
month we welcomed the 
Macmillan ladies choir who were 
fabulous. The proceeds of our raffle were donated to the 
Macmillan wellbeing centre. We raised a total of £140 
and they were delighted. Thank you. 

 

 

 

               Useful Contacts 

SSAFA Helpline 0800 731 4880 

Royal British Legion Helpline 0808 802 8080 7 
days a week 8am -8pm 

Trafford Housing Trust Helpline 0300 777 
7777 

Veterans UK Free Helpline 0808 1914 218 

NHS Military Veterans Service Psychological 
Therapy 0300 323 0707 Email 

mviapt.enquiries.nw@nhs.net 

Citizens Advice Trafford 0300 330 1153 Mon – 
Fri 10am – 4pm 

Samaritans Manchester / Salford 0161 236 
8000 

Self Help Improving Mental Health 0300 003 7029 24 hours 

Veterans Gateway 0808 802 1212 www.veteransgateway.org.uk 

Royal Naval Association – Meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 2000 at Urmston 
Conservative Club, Croftsbank Road, Urmston, M41 0TZ 

RAF Association, Sale Branch – Meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at Sale 

Conservative Club, 161 Dane Road, Sale, M33 2NL.Contact:  John Cromey, Hon. Secretary. 

Telephone 0161 928 7286 

Next Breakfasts Sat 2nd December – Altrincham Or Sat 16th December - Flixton 

We are able to Issue vouchers for the Trafford Foodbanks 

 

Trafford Veterans @The Mess supported by:   
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